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Working Papers
�e Political Economy of Immigrant Legalisation: Evidence from the 1986 IRCA (w/ Christoph Winter) Job Market Paper

What happens to the distribution of public resources when undocumented migrants obtain legal status through
nation-wide amnesty? In this paper, we exploit variation in legal status from the 1986 Immigration Reform and
Control Act (IRCA) to answer this question and �nd that state governors, of whatever party a�liation, allocate
more per capita aid to those counties a�ected by the IRCA. We posit that this is borne out of rational, forward-
looking governors who allocate resources strategically in pursuit of the votes of the newly legalised who were
eligible to vote �ve years a�er legalisation. To support this view, we �nd that the distribution of state aid di�ers
signi�cantly according to political context. Counties a�ected by the IRCA receive more resources from the state
when their governor is eligible for re-election, faces political competition or enjoys line-item veto power. Our re-
sults also indicate that the transfers were targeted to the newly legalised, who by and large were of Hispanic origin,
and not other constituents. We �nd no evidence of anti-migrant sentiment confounding our results. Counties that
received more transfers from the governor also experienced improvements in Hispanic high school completion
rates.

Turning Out for Redistribution: �e E�ect of Voter Turnout on Top Marginal Tax Rates (Link)
�is paper documents the impact of voter turnout on top marginal tax rates in the 34 OECD countries for the
period between 1974 and 2014. Across a number of speci�cations, I �nd that increases in voter turnout have a
positive and statistically signi�cant e�ect on top tax rates. �is �nding is broadly consistent with the median
voter theorem that posits government redistribution to be a function of the income of the median voter. Because
turnout has fallen drastically in the decades leading to 2014, and because the decrease is strongly correlated with
income, the pivotal voter is no longer the one whose income lies near the median of the overall income distribution
but instead the one whose income is at the median of a much richer subset of the distribution. Using ordinary least
squares estimation as well as panel data methods, I �nd that increases in turnout are associated with higher rates
of income tax for top earners. An instrumental variables approach con�rms my hypothesis, though the estimates
are less precisely estimated.

Work in Progress
Legal Status and Political Representation: �e E�ects of the 1986 IRCA on the Political Representation of Hispanic Voters (w/
Christoph Winter)

Does legal status lead to stronger political representation? We utilise the 1986 Immigration Reform and Control
Act (IRCA) as well as a newly digitised dataset to shed light on this question. �e IRCA legalised some 3 million
mostly Hispanic migrants. We digitise a novel source of data that contains information on every Hispanic person
who has ever been elected or appointed to political o�ce in the United States from the Local to the Federal level
and ask whether the acquisition of legal status of such a large demographic group increases the representation
of their interests in politics. We �nd that counties with greater per capita legalised migrants also experienced
signi�cant increases in the number of Hispanic persons holding political o�ce who also reside in that county.
Decomposing the data further reveals that the result is driven almost entirely by stronger representation in locally
elected branches of government, especially mayors.

Identity Politics: Hispanic Mayors and Local Public Resource Distribution (w/ Christoph Winter)
Does ethnicity play any role in a mayor’s local economic policy? We investigate this question using data from
mayoral races in 2,300 cities from nine states in the United States. We perform a sharp regression-discontinuity
design to identify the e�ects of mayoral ethnicity on local public �nances and �nd that mayors from minority
ethnicities tend to favour larger redistributive programmes.

Terrorism and the Economics of Trust (w/ Cevat Aksoy)
�e number of fatal terror a�acks increased dramatically in the years a�er 2011. In this paper, we use a regression
discontinuity approach to measure the impact of a terrorist a�ack on levels of trust immediately before and imme-
diately a�er an a�ack. We carry out a similar exercise in relation to a�itudes towards migrants and �nd, perhaps
unsurprisingly, that terror a�acks lead to lower levels of trust and worse perceptions of migrants. �e data we use
to measure trust and a�itudes towards migrants comes from Gallup World Poll and the European Social Survey.
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